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on Ms left.   This was the speediest way to reinforce CHAP, vm
Warren, who was confronting the enemy on both
the Orange plank and turnpike roads.

Bnrnside had moved promptly on the 4th, on re-
ceiving word that the Army of the Potomac tad
safely crossed the Rapidan. By making a night-
march, although some of his troops had to march
forty, miles to reach the river, he was crossing with
thehead of his column early on the morning of the 5th.
Meade moved his headquarters on to Old Wilder-
ness Tavern, four miles sonth of the river, as soon
as it was light enough to see the road. I remained
to hasten Burnside's crossing and to put him in posi-
tion. Burnside at this time was not under Meade's
command, and was Ms senior in rank. Getting in-
formation of the proximity of the enemy, I informed
Meade, and, without waiting to see Burnside, at once
moved forward my headquarters to where Meade
was.

It was my plan then, as it was on all other occa-
sions, to take the initiative whenever the enemy
could be drawn from his intrenchments, if we
were not intrenched ourselves. Warren had not
yet reached the point where he "was to halt, when
he discovered the enemy near by. Neither party
had any advantage of position. Warren was there-
fore ordered to attack as soon as lie could prepare
for it. At nine o'clock Hancock was ordered to come
up to the support of Getty. He himself arrived at
Getty's front about noon, "but his troops were yet
far in the rear. Getty was directed to hold Ms posi-
tion at all hazards until relieved. About this hour
"Warren was ready, and attacked with favorable
though not decisive results. Getty was somewhat
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